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H88-0040.  Dimnent, Edward D. (1876-1959).  




 Hope College class of 1896.  Hope College instructor, professor, 
and administrator, 1897-1948; Hope College president, 1918-1931. 
Collection includes biographical information, general correspondence, 
correspondence with Teunis W. Muilenburg, addresses, Hope College 
annual reports, course outlines, photographs, diplomas, and a preaching 
license.  Also copies of his play, The Pilgrim and book The Book of Job-
The Poem from 1937. 
 
Accession No.:  H88-0040 
Provenance:   Edward D. Dimnent 
Donor:    Information Unavailable     




 Edward Daniel Dimnent was born in Chicago on August 14, 1876.  He entered Hope 
Preparatory School in 1890 and graduated from Hope College in 1896.  He received his 
doctorate from the University of Chicago. 
 In 1898, Dimnent returned to Hope College as a professor of Greek.  He also served as 
registrar and treasurer. He was appointed president of Hope College in 1918 and continued in 
that capacity until his resignation in 1931. During his presidency, funds were collected and 
construction was completed on the Hope Memorial Chapel.  After his resignation, Dimnent 
returned to teaching economics until his retirement in 1948.  While continuing to teach at Hope 
College, he also studied at Western Theological Seminary, and in 1935 he was ordained. 
 Dimnent was involved in many activities outside of the college.  At various times, he was 
a member of the board of trustees of Western Theological Seminary, president of the State 
Historical Society, head of the Michigan Authors Association and served on the board of 
directors of a number of local businesses.  He also wrote a play, The Pilgrim, in honor of Hope's 
75th anniversary in 1941.   
  
Scope and Content 
 
 The Edward Daniel Dimnent Papers include correspondence, addresses, a personnel file 
(RESTRICTED), biography, annual reports of the college, course outlines, and photographs.  
The collection is arranged alphabetically by topical heading. 
 The strength of this collection is the wealth of correspondence which gives insight into 
the workings of Hope College during his tenure.  The letters also contain personal 













 Addresses, n.d., ca. 1956 
 Biographical, 1889-1965 
 Biography, 1964 
 Book, The Book of Job-The Poem, 1937 
 Correspondence 
  Association of American Colleges, 1916-1924 
  Board of Foreign Missions, Reformed Church in America, 1923-1925 
  Dimnent, Edward D., 1949-1954 
  Form Letters, n.d. 
  Strauss Company, 1924-1928 
  General, 1908-1958 (10 folders) 
  Muilenburg, Teunis W. 1924, 1934 
 Course Schedules, n.d. 
 Hope College  
  Annual Reports, 1919-1922 
  Financial Records, 1923-1928 
  The Academy, Excelsiora Writing, 1891 
 Personnel File 
1917-1972 (RESTRICTED) 
  Transcript Requests, 1910-1916 (RESTRICTED) 
  United States Veterans Accounts, 1919-1923 (RESTRICTED) 
 The Pilgrim, n.d., 1923, 1941 
 Tributes to Dimnent, 1930-1959 
 
Oversize (Non-Photographic Media) 
 
 Certificates 
  Licensure, 1934 
  Ordination, 1935 
 Diplomas 
  Hope Preparatory, 1892 
  Hope College, 1896 
 Honorary Degrees 
  Hope College, 1919 
  Rutgers University, 1919 
